
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 
March 30, 2010 

 
Present:  Mrs. Melissa Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. 
Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Helene Blair, Dr. Robert Pellicone and student representative Carly 
Jensen. 
 
The regular meeting was reconvened from executive session at 6:00 PM. 
 
Presentations and discussions: 
 
CPS Science Fair Winners:   Mrs. Toole reported that for the first time there was a tie for 
first place in grade eight:  James Roggeveen for his project, Turbulence on Turbines and 
Dylan O’Connor for his project, Got Milk (then you get glue).   Seventh grade winners 
Haley Joslin, Renee Perkins, Emma Murphy and Megan Fales won first place for their 
project, Meltdown on Ice.  Gus Day and Shane O’Connor won first place in the sixth 
grade for their project, Musical Memory.  Mrs. Davidson, 8th grade science teacher, 
reported that this was the first year the CPS science fair, which is mandatory for every 
student, was split from the high school. 
 
Fire Prevention/Arson watch Poster Contest:  Liz Shannon of the Fire Department had 
invited sixth graders to participate in a poster contest.  First place winner Irena 
Roggeveen and Morgan Sayle, second place winner, spoke about their posters. 
 
Principal’s Advisory Council Report on Community Service Fund Raising:  Sarah Clunie 
and Isabella Day reported that the council meets monthly and discusses concerns with the 
school.    Community service projects included Hop for Haiti where $6,000 was raised, 
and a student/faculty basketball held for the benefit of the Food Pantry.  Canned goods 
were collected as well as $158.  A talent show in April will benefit Nantucket Rental.   
 
Mrs. Toole reported that a t-shirt design contest was held.  Tasheira Gary had the best 
design.  The t-shirts will be sold at the school store. 
 
Maria Mitchell Association/NES Collaboration:  Janet Shulte reported on the science 
curriculum projects the Association is working on with the elementary school.  They have 
also identified hands-on activities, are beginning to coordinate field trips, and will be 
using grant money to purchase equipment for NES. 
 
Autism Speaks:  Kim Horyn reported that April 2 has been designated World Autism 
Awareness Day and April is National Autism Awareness Month.  In response to a 
question on whether there is outreach for students, Mrs. Horn told the Committee that Sea 
Pony Farm provides after-school therapeutic horseback riding, S.T.A.R. has a summer 
program and the Dreamland Foundation has a camp.   High school teacher Liz Walsh 
spoke about Perfect Pals, a program stated in the fall, where high schools students mentor 
special needs students. 
 



School Committee Presentation of Superintendent Evaluation:  Dr. Lepore reported that 
once a year it is the committee’s role to comment in public on the superintendent’s 
performance on the goals that were established.  Dr. Lepore read a composite of the 
Committee’s comments.  
 
Student Performance and Achievement:   the Committee felt that significant strides have 
been made, especially with the administrative team at NES.  It is anticipated that these 
changes will be reflected in improved MCAS scores, although it may take time.  At CPS 
work has been done with the staff in the area of math instruction and to address AYP.  It 
is felt that these efforts will create a safety net for those at the warning level or those in 
danger of failing.  John Buckey has addressed weaknesses in the AP program at the high 
school.   
 
Supervision & Evaluation:   The Committees feels that the superintendent has been 
diligent in keeping them informed with monthly updates. 
 
Oversight of the Implementation of the Walker Report:  The Student Services Committee 
has been meeting to address issues in the report and is assessing services provided to 
students.  The Committee awaits the final report. 
 
FY 11 Balanced Budget:  The Committee feels that the superintendent did a good job in 
organizing the budget and working with the stakeholders.  His development of a 
professional development schedule has paid off. 
 
Oversee the Searches for the NES and Superintendent positions:  At NES there has been 
a big improvement.   The search and appointment of a new, highly-qualified Special 
Services Director was a success.  The Superintendent Search Committee will continue to 
report on their progress. 
 
Increase and Enhance Community Support and Involvement:  the superintendent has held 
monthly coffees, twice a year state-of-the-district address presentations and the district-
wide calendar are some of the ways the superintendent keeps the community informed 
and involved.  Student and staff achievements are highlighted at Committee meetings.  
Involvement with outside agencies include Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Nantucket 
Education Trust,  ASAP and Nantucket AIDS Network.    
 
Improve Interpersonal Skills:  The superintendent is more accessible to the stakeholders 
and answers concerns from the public more quickly. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So 
voted. 



 
Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Superintendent Search Update:  Mrs. Garneau reported that the Search Committee has 
presented two candidates to the School Committee:  Michael Cozort and Timothy 
Connors.  Their resumes will be posted online.  Mr. Cozort will visit the schools April 1 
and 2 and meet with staff, parents, community members, as well as interview with the 
Committee.  Mr. Connors will follow a similar schedule on April 7 and 8.   
 
CPS Principal Search Update:  the position has been advertised.  The deadline to submit 
an application is April 30. 
 
Food Services Study:  Mr. Buckey, Glenn Field, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Peterson and the 
superintendent will review the program. 
 
Sub-committee reports:  Carly Jensen reported that Movie Night has been postponed. 
 
After one correction, Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes of March 2, 2001.  Mrs.  
Harvey seconded.  So voted. 
 
Next meeting date:  April 13, 2010.  Topics will include Student Services, Food Service, 
and Race to the Top. 
 
Mrs. Blair made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  
So voted. 
 
 
 


